
12. St. James Church, 702 Sherman Ave. Formerly St. James African Methodist EpiscopalChurch, St. James Church is the oldest operational congregation servmg Troy'sAfrican­American communi9'. The church wasfounded in 1837by freed, slaves, and originallymet in a schoolhouse atMain and Oxford Streets. 

CEDAR

They moved to Thi• 1854 map ohowo _, -- '"' Frankin -·the present now Sherman A-••, la- "Af�can Church" location in 1851.

13. Signs at McKalg & Race Park,822 McKalg Ave. In 2022, the City of Troy's Human RelationsCommission, with the support of Joe� historiansand volunteers, installed two new signs at thegazebo in McKaig & Race Park honoring theaccomplishments and contributions of fiveAfrican-American leaders. The signs discuss thework of Charles R. Ross, a civil rights activist and Troy's first Black City Council member; Perlema W.and Grace L. Sewell, local philanthropists and advocates of racial equality; Charles R: Sharett, Jr.,Troy's first Recreation Director and a proponent offair housing and equality; and Lucille K. Wheat, anactivist who promoted diversity hiring and integration in education and housing.

14. Soldiers Circle, Riverside Cemetery,
101 Riverside Dr .. Section 11 
Riverside Cemetery opened in 1867, two years after the
Civil War ended. More than 20 African-American men
who served during the war are buried here, mostly in
the "Soldier's Circle." The burials reflected the
separation that persisted between the races. The circleis divided between a "colored half" and a "white half." 
About 3,000 Black men from Ohio fought for the 54th
and 55th Massachusetts (Colored) Regiments, 
challenging prevailing prejudices about the fitness of
African-American soldiers at the time.

Riv.aide Cemetery record• 
15. Robert Kenney's Grave, Riverside 
Cemetery, 101 Riverside Dr .. Section 7Robert Kenney, a member of the local African-American community, tragically died whileattempting to save five people who were in the Nineveh area at the time ofthe 1913 flood. In 1914, Kenney, along with a fellow rescuerRaymond Harrison,were posthumously awarded the Carnegie Hero Medal for their bravery. In 2023, the Troy Local History Library, using research by local historian Judy Deeter andfunding from several donors, unveiled a grave marker at Robert Kenney's grave, the first to ever beplaced there. 
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